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TRI-COUNTY OFFICE ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
             Thursday, July 9, 2026, 1:00 PM 

	Members Present*
	Members Absent*
	Staff Present

	Kathy Bouchard-Wyant
	Larry Meyer
	Carl Buonodono, Nutrition Director

	Robyn Ford, 1st Vice President
	Raheema Muhammad
	Casey Cooper, Assistant Director

	Judith Gardi
	Alyssa Tucker
	Kate Long, Planning and Program Development Manager

	Nancy Kapp
	Cheryl VanDeKerkhove
	Andrea Radel, Executive Director

	Gloria Kovnot
	
	

	Lucy Maillette
	
	

	Kelly Neve, 2nd Vice President
	Members Excused*
	Members of the Public

	Ruth Pearson
	Susan Hoffman
	Molly Simon, CMH CSU Supervisor

	Raul Presas
	LaSandra Jones, President
	Annette Gamez, ACLS Bureau Regional Aging Services Representative 

	Tonya Randall
	Zeenat Kotval-Karamchandani
	

	Deb Wiese
	Doreen Patino
	

	Jacqueline Wood
	
	


* Please see Attachment 1 for the TCOA Advisory Council 2026 Membership List with member affiliations.

1. Call to Order R. Ford called the meeting to order at 1:00PM.
2. Welcome 
3. Approval of the Agenda for July 9, 2026: K Bouchard-Wyant motioned for approval of the July 9, 2026 agenda. L. Maillette seconded the motion. Motion carried.
4. Approval of the Minutes from May 14, 2026: J Gardi motioned for approval of the May 14, 2026 minutes. R. Pearson seconded the motion. Motion carried.
5. Executive Director’s Report: A. Radel shared information on the Federal FY 2027 Budget, changes to Federal grantmaking rules, the Michigan FY 2027 State Budget, and an Older Americans Act (OAA) Reauthorization update. 
Federal FY2027 Budget Update 
Congress continues work on the FY2027 federal budget. Current House appropriations bills maintain level funding for most core Older Americans Act (OAA) programs, including nutrition services, caregiver support, and the State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP). However, proposed reductions or eliminations of several non-OAA programs—including LIHEAP, the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG), and the Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP)—remain under consideration and could increase demand for services provided by Area Agencies on Aging. The Senate has not yet completed its appropriations work, and Congress may need to enact a Continuing Resolution if final spending bills are not approved before October 1. TCOA will continue to monitor federal budget negotiations and assess potential impacts on agency programs, funding, and the older adults we serve. 
Changes to Federal Grantmaking Rules 
The federal government has proposed revisions to the rules governing how federal grants are awarded and administered. If finalized, the changes could increase administrative and reporting requirements for grant recipients, despite the already extensive oversight and compliance requirements currently in place. The proposal would also provide federal agencies with greater discretion over discretionary grant awards and renewals, creating additional uncertainty for competitive funding opportunities. Older Americans Act formula funding is not expected to be directly affected. The public comment period closed on July 13th. TCOA will continue to monitor the rulemaking process, evaluate potential impacts, and participate in advocacy efforts as appropriate. 
Michigan FY2027 State Budget Update 
Governor Whitmer is expected to sign Michigan's FY2027 State Budget before the end of the month. Initial review indicates a positive outcome for the aging network, with the MDHHS budget increasing approximately 2.3%, largely driven by Medicaid funding adjustments. The budget fully funds the MI Choice Waiver program, including the projected actuarial rate adjustment, and provides ongoing funding to sustain Direct Care Worker wage increases after federal funding expires. Overall, the budget maintains support for key home and community-based services that help older adults remain safely in their homes and communities. TCOA will continue to monitor implementation guidance, including final reimbursement rates and contract details, and evaluate any operational or financial impacts. 
Discussion followed.
6. Presentation: Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties Crisis Stabilization Unit: M. Simon shared the Crisis Care Center’s new location of 2900 Stabler Street, Lansing, 48910. Molly then explained which programs and services are operating, or will soon be moving, to the Crisis Care Center, including the Adult and Children Crisis Services, Adult and Youth Crisis Stabilization Units, Bridges Crisis Unit, and The Recovery Center. Crisis Stabilization Unit (CSU) was defined and explained to be intended as a short-term alternative to emergency department and psychiatric inpatient admission for all Michiganders who can be stabilized within 72 hours. CSU program goals were shared, along with images of the different units, the CSU process, and what treatment may include. Contact information was shared as well. 
Discussion followed.
7. Old Business
a. Advisory Council Outreach Subcommittee: G. Kovnot shared the accomplishments of the group so far. She then shared the goals for 2027 including adding more sites to the outreach line up and inviting the new Attorney General in for another presentation that can be shared at host sites. 
Gloria presented an idea to invite all term limited council members to form an alumni group for the Outreach Subcommittee. 
Gloria also shared an article she wrote in 2021 that speaks to the need for volunteerism. A message that still applies today.
She then shared a personal story related to changes in mobility and transportation use. 
		Discussion followed.
b. Advisory Council Bylaw Amendment: C. Cooper requested approval of the bylaw amendment. R. Pearson motioned for approval of the Advisory Council Bylaw Amendment. K. Bouchard Wyant seconded the motion. Motion carried. C. Cooper then shared next steps to be approved by the Administrative Board.
8. New Business
a. TCOA Dinner and Auction and Raffle, November 19: C. Cooper, on behalf of Heather Febres-Cordero, began with a Golf Outing update. The annual Dinner and Auction will be changing locations to Eagle Eye Banquet Center and will be on November 19. The Raffle was live as of the Golf Outing and will be open through the Dinner and Auction. Individuals do not have to be present to win. 
Discussion followed.  
b. ACLS Bureau Assessment: K. Long shared a summary of the outcome from the TCOA 2025/2026 ACLS Bureau Assessment. The assessment went well and TCOA received no findings. 
c. August 13 at 11:00 AM Advisory Council Meeting Reminder: C. Cooper reminded the Council of the upcoming special meeting in August to vote on the RFP process. C. Cooper then provided an overview of the process. 
Discussion followed. 
9. Council Reports
a. Social Security Administration R. Ford shared a press release regarding the launch process to assist enrollment in Trump Accounts, and an article regarding requesting a social security number and card. Additionally, the national appointment calendar will likely be launched this month. 
Discussion followed. 
b. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC): K. Long shared congratulations that Paula Yensen, Region 6 delegate, for being named MSAC Chair. Thanks to Mary Ablan, Region 6 delegate, for her time as MSAC Chair previously. Changes to Older Michiganians Day were shared (more information to come), as well as continued discussion around guardianship reform. 
c. State Advisory Council (SAC) R. Ford explained the Council is continuing with the strategic planning process. More to come in August. There is also talk of a non-law enforcement wellness check response pilot in the UP. 
Discussion followed. 
d. Nutrition Council C. Buonodono reported there are 1,246 older adults enrolled in Home Delivered Meals, 106 registered in Carry Out Meals, and 650 registered in the Congregate Dining Program. Senior project fresh has been open since May 1. An overview of the program was provided. County statistics were shared to show growth. 
Senior Project Fresh registration: https://www.healthytogether.co/onboarding/michigan-sfmnp 
Discussion followed.
e. CATA: D. Wiese said CATA is finalizing the FY 27 budget and preparing for resumption of Spartan Service on August 17. She reported 113 Fourth of July rides and participation in all Lansing area Juneteenth and Pride events, including parades and providing cooling buses. D. Wiese shared the expectation of 5 new cutaway buses for Spec-Tran service and 6 new minivans for Spec-Tran service. CATA Transit Center is designated as a cooling center during extreme heat days, and they are continuing upgrades/construction on the new downtown building (old Greyhound building).  Board meetings are currently being held there. CATA is working with Clinton Transit on cross-boundary agreement to provide rides for ADA clients in Clinton County needing medical treatment in Ingham County, and with Disability Network - Capital Area on regional ADA certification (Ingham, Clinton, and Eaton counties). They are nearing the testing stage on a new app for booking Paratransit rides. 

10. Member's Time and/or Announcements: 
J. Wood inquired about Dinner and Auction auction items and getting TCOA information out into physician offices.  
G. Kovnot shared that on September 16 at 10AM at Delta Township District Library there will be a presentation from TCOA’s Christine Histed on Evidence-Based Programs. 
K. Bouchard Wyant shared that Prime Time will offer classes taught by retired professors. Four classes will begin in the fall. All will be hybrid. There will be a small registration fee. She pointed folks to the August Prime Time newsletter for more information https://cityofeastlansing.com/823/Senior-Programs-Prime-Time. Additionally, on Friday, October 2 at the Hannah Community Center there will be a Transportation and Mobility Fair. Flyer to be shared. Finally, the Senior Commission in East Lansing is looking into Transportation Riders United who are working on a cross-state transit from Grand Rapids-Lansing-Detroit.

Meeting adjourned at 2:33PM.



















Attachment 1: TCOA Advisory Council 2026 Membership List



5303 S. Cedar Street, Suite 1, Lansing, MI 48911-3800
Telephone 517.887.1440    Toll Free 1.800.405.9141
Fax 517.887.8071    www.tcoa.org


13 Senior Representatives Appointed by local units of government and
Up to 13 Agency Representatives Appointed by Tri-County Aging Consortium Administrative Board


Clinton County (2 Total)		
Judith Gardi
Larry Meyer 

Eaton County (3 Total)			
Susan Hoffman
Ruth Pearson
Jacqueline Wood

Ingham County (3 Total)
Gloria Kovnot 
Lucy Maillette	
Cheryl VanDeKerkhove

City of East Lansing (1 Total)		
Kathy Bouchard-Wyant

City of Lansing (4 Total)
LaSandra Jones, President
Raheema Muhammad
VACANT (2)	

Community Mental Health Older Adult Services 
Tonya Randall

Disability Network Capital Area 
Doreen Patino		              




Ingham/Eaton County DHS
Kelly Neve, Second Vice President		

Tri-County Nutrition Council
VACANT			 

Social Security Administration 
Robyn Ford, First Vice President		

Maplewood AFC 
Raul Presas, Corresponding Secretary 		
  
Michigan State University
School of Planning, Design and Construction
Zeenat Kotval-Karamchandani, PhD   

Hospice of Lansing 
Nancy Kapp	 

MSU Kinship Care Resource Center
Alyssa Waters

Capital Area Transportation Authority (CATA)
Deb Wiese

VACANT (Agency)
VACANT (Agency)
VACANT (Agency)



Attachment 1: TCOA Advisory Council 2026 Membership List, continued


Representatives (non-voting)

Michigan Senior Advocates Council			
Mary Ablan					            
Susan Hoffman 	
Paula Yensen			

State Advisory Council
Robyn Ford
Diana Maddox
VACANT
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A Consortium of Clinton, Eaton & Ingham Counties
and the Cities of Lansing and East Lansing since 1974
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A Consortium of Clinton, Eaton & Ingham Counties
and the Cities of Lansing and East Lansing since 1974
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